FROM    SEA    TO    SKY

before It was decided to convert the Furious to a completely flush-
deck carrier for landing oa and flying off aeroplanes, in addition
to the Argus, which was already under construction for that
purpose-
light cruisers were also, by now, being fitted to carry Sopwith
fighters on a superstructure rigged up over the forward turret. In
this development, another naval pilot, Rutland, was very promi-
nent. The length of these runways was inconceivably short and
the operation was only possible with the cruiser steaming^at high
speed into or just off the wind, which gave the aircraft its minimum
flying speed in a matter of a few yards. Light cruisers Dublin,
Yarmouth and Caledon were amongst those so fitted. From this idea
developed the catapult system of launching which is now in use,
but all credit to the naval pilots who flew the Sopwith Pups off
turrets.

On one of my many visits to the Fleet during this interesting
ten months, I went to sea in the Repulse as the guest of Admiral
PMllimore, and I then saw the Grand Fleet which had been
considerably reinforced since I had been in Tiger the year before.
The American Battle Squadron had also joined up by this time.
Seaplanes were operating from Campania and Furious, and there was
no doubt in my mind that in the next Fleet action the air would
not be forgotten.

One of the most interesting works I visited was Sopwith's,
in what used to be Kingston Skating Rink. In February 1917 I
saw the first Camel fighter biplane with 130 h,p. Clerget engine,
which was "about to replace the Sopwith Pup. Its speed was up
to in m.p.h. at 10,000 feet, and it could climb to 15,000 feet in
20 minutes with a ceiling of 20,000. I also saw the fuselage of an
incomplete machine which Sopwith told me had been ordered
by the Admiralty some time before at the instigation of Com-
modore Sueter. I found it was designed as a land plane to carry
an 18-inch torpedo and, with a 200 h.p. Hispano Suiza engine,
had a promising^ performance on paper. When it was complete it
turned out quite a successful type and was used subsequently in
an aircraft carrier.

At these works in October, I saw the successor to the Camel,
in the shape of a Snipe Fighter with a 200 h.p. rotary engine and
twin Vicfcers graxs firing ahead. This type, which came into service
the following year, survived the war and did good work in Iraq as
late as 1924,

On June isth the Huns bombed London in broad daylight
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